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“We affirm that God is both creator and the

Judge of all men.  We therefore should share his

concern for justice and reconciliation throughout

human society and for the liberation of men from

every kind of oppression...”

Lausanne Covenant, cited in The Grand Rapids
Report, p.17.
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ABSTRACT

The rapid increase of land development, the increase in population and the

exploitation of natural resources have caused great concern to most

governments in the world today.  Land and land tenure systems are the key

elements and the key forces which shape the society.  However, the

constraints of the land tenure system and the effects of rapid economic

development are visible throughout the world today, especially in less

developed countries. Therefore land problems often break out as disputes.  In

this context, this thesis concentrates on customary land tenure and the

customary land problems in Fiji.

The main purpose of this thesis is to propose an alternative centre for the

administration and management of customary disputes, which will utilise

land information and geographical information to its maximum capabilities.

It is anticipated that this model would assist customary landowners, land

administrators and land managers to resolve customary land disputes. The

Fiji customary land tenure system is examined, in particular, landownership,

land boundaries and land administration.  These three topics are discussed

individually and then discussed as a basis of land disputes.  It is in these three

areas that a procedure is developed into a system that may help in customary

land dispute resolution.
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This thesis aims to assist all other countries with customary land tenure

problems, especially those countries of the South Pacific that share the same

principles and the same flexibility.
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