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A BRIEF 
HISTORY

From 1980, there was a growing awareness with the Faculty of Engineering that 1982 would be the centenary of 
William Kernot’s appointment as Professor of Engineering and that 1983 would be the centenary of the award of 
the first Engineering degree.

At the meeting held in 1981, the Dean reported to the then Faculty on discussions with the Vice Chancellor 
about celebrating the centenary of the award of the first Engineering Degree in 1883.

At the first formal Centenary Planning Meeting, held on 14th 1981, a decision was made to hold an Appeal for 
$2.5m over a period of 5 years. The proposal submitted to Council for the Appeal included the establishment of 
an Engineering Foundation, under the control of a Board of Management, which would be drawn from Alumni.

On the 4th October, 1981, Council approval was given to the proposal and an Interim Board of Management, 
under the Chairmanship of Sir Ian McLennan was established. The Board met early in 1982 and the appropriate 
legislation was prepared. Soon afterwards the Council gave its approval.

The official launch of the Melbourne University Engineering Foundation (MUEF), previously known as Melbourne 
University Engineering School Centenary Foundation Appeal was held at Wilson Hall on Tuesday 26th April 
1983. The launch was conducted under an academic procession, Premier; John Cain MP officially launched the 
Appeal. The Chancellor, Professor Emeritus Sir Roy Douglas Wright, Dean of Engineering, Sir Ian McLennan and 
Sir John Holland all spoke at this momentous ceremony.

Subsequently, the Foundation has taken a number of initiatives to support the work and development of 
Melbourne School of Engineering, its staff and its students. This includes a series of highly successful Ian 
McLennan Orations, the establishment of the John Holland Engineering Management Fund, support for the 
writing of a History of the School of Engineering, the establishment of an Engineering bequest society and 
scholarships, prizes and funding for a wide range of student focused activities.
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CHAIR’S 
REPORT

On behalf of the Melbourne School of Engineering Foundation (MSEF), the Melbourne School of Engineering (MSE), the 
recipients of MSEF scholarships and the University of Melbourne, I would like to begin this annual review by sincerely 
thanking our many donors for their gifts over the past twelve months. We have been encouraged and particularly thank 
those donors who continue to make an annual gift to the MSEF. We also acknowledge the increasing number of alumni 
and friends of the MSE who have made provisions in their wills to ensure that the MSE is remembered in the future.

Without the support of our donors, the MSEF would not be in a position to offer scholarships to students, provide funding for critical 
research or assist with the maintenance and upgrading of the teaching and research facilities within the MSE. Your contributions, big 
or small, directed or for general purposes, all assist the ambition of the MSE becoming one of the great global engineering schools of 
excellence in both teaching and research.

Over the past 12 months there have been a number of changes within the MSE, including, the appointment of a new Dean midway 
through 2018, Professor Mark Cassidy, a Rhodes Scholar, an accomplished academic from the University of Western Australia and 
with strong links to Industry. Mark has joined the MSE at a time of significant expansion and growth. He has already demonstrated his 
enthusiasm and leadership abilities to grasp the opportunities that lie ahead.

The MSE has embarked on a major expansion to upgrade its existing engineering and IT resources, including investment in people 
and infrastructure, with a total budget in the vicinity of $1,000m over 10 years. Construction is under way on a $500m multi-story 
engineering and IT precinct on the north east corner of Grattan and Swanston Streets, Carlton (the site of the old Royal Women’s 
Hospital). When complete in 2020, this building will house a large number of not only engineering and IT academics and researchers, 
but also private and public sector businesses providing the potential for significant cross fertilisation of ideas. In conjunction with 
these building works, there will also be an upgrade to the existing Parkville main campus engineering facilities. Some of these works 
are already completed whilst others are still in the planning phase. The other major project is the development of a new, seven-hectare 
facility at Fishermans Bend as an innovation campus for large-scale research, project-based teaching and partnerships with industry. 
When complete by the mid 2020’s, the Fishermans Bend campus will initially enable approximately 750 engineering and IT students, 
academics and leading industry partners to collaborate across industrial sectors as diverse as transport, energy, food, mining, 
infrastructure and water.

The MSE continues to grow with over 400 academic staff, around 13,000 students and student researchers of which about 60% are 
international students. The number of alumni now exceeds 35,000 with some 20% living overseas. The MSE is encouraging alumni to 
remain connected to their University throughout their lives as it can be a “win – win” for both. The MSEF aims to assist the school in 
its ambitious programme, through engaging with alumni, friends of the MSE and with Industry in order to increase the Foundation’s 
ability to support the MSE through the provision of scholarships and research support. We hope you can be part of our journey.

The Foundation currently has funds of about $14m and with annual income of approximately $860,000, the MSEF was able to award 
58 scholarships to Master of Engineering students in 2018. In addition, support was also provided to research activities and to building 
maintenance.

The Foundation Board was saddened in late 2018 to learn of the death of Emeritus Professor Len Stevens AM. Len was Dean of the then 
Faculty of Engineering from 1979 to 1988 and made a huge contribution to the school over more than 6 decades. Although he officially 
retired in 1990 he was active in the School’s affairs until shortly before his death.

I acknowledge the valuable contributions made to the MSEF by former Deans, Professor Graham Schaffer throughout the early part of 
2018 and by Professor Iven Mareels who had been Dean of MSE for almost a decade before resigning in early 2018. Whilst on the subject 
of Board Member changes, I would also like to acknowledge and thank former Members of the MSEF - Professor Peter Scales (former 
Deputy Dean), Professor Geoff Stevens and Ms Leanne Taylor - for their time and passion devoted to the Foundation’s objectives over 
many years. Professor Doreen Thomas retired from the staff of the MSE early in year but has remained on the Board as an independent 
Member of the MSEF at the Dean’s invitation. I also acknowledge the time Liza Maimone was able to devote to the MSEF as an 
independent Member of the Board.

In conclusion, I would like to thank my fellow Board members, particularly those who volunteer their time, for their thoughtful 
contributions, active participation in events and meetings and their collective wish to assist in the growth of the MSEF and the MSE. I 
would also like to thank the full-time staff who provide a vital role in connecting daily with our donors, industry and friends of the MSE.

Finally, I wish to again thank all our donors for their generosity and interest in the Melbourne School of Engineering.

Mr John North  
Chair , Melbourne School of Engineering Foundation
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ALUMNI RELATIONS
The Melbourne School of Engineering (MSE) Alumni Relations program continued to mature in 2018, 
collaborating with colleagues in STEM Faculties where applicable to develop events and activities appealing  
to a broader but like-minded audience. 

The Melbourne School of Engineering (MSE) significantly expanded its mentoring offerings in 2018, inviting 
alumni from all engineering & IT disciplines to support students as they commence their careers. 185 MSE 
students and 250 MSE alumni participated in the STEM Industry Mentoring program, run in partnership with the 
Science Faculty and attracting almost 500 students in total. Feedback from students was highly encouraging, 
with many noting the exposure to mentor networks and career planning advice as being highly valuable 
outcomes of their involvement. The positive impact was also felt by mentors, who reported developing greater 
confidence, with learning often a two-way exchange.

A number of interstate and international events were run or supported by MSE Alumni Relations. Once again, 
the Deputy Dean, Professor Jamie Evans, hosted multiple events in China, which were open to alumni in 
all STEM Faculties and Schools, greatly increasing the attendance and building on previous engagement. 
Interstate, the Dean, Professor Mark Cassidy was a member of a panel discussion held in Perth for STEM alumni 
which focused on entrepreneurship, attracting strong participation and building on recent activities by Science 
and MSE. An event was also held in Brisbane, headed by Professor Don Henry who discussed the opportunities 
for Australia to achieve a zero-emission economy.

The milestone reunion program continued in 2018, with well attended events for the 30 & 40 Year cohorts.  
A highly engaged committee was involved with the 50 Year Reunion, leading to tremendous attendance at the 
event, and the creation of a class gift to honour Professor Len Stevens.

The Engineering & IT Career Roundtable was held in August, providing another opportunity for more senior 
alumni to engage with current students and recent graduates to share their experience and advice.

The final event for the year was the Memorial Service to celebrate the life of Emeritus Professor Len Stevens, 
attended by approximately 150 past students, past and present staff and industry colleagues. The Memorial 
Service was an opportunity to reflect on Len’s immense contribution to the engineering profession and 
Melbourne School of Engineering. 

Class of 1988 Reunion (2018)
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THE IMPACT 
OF GIVING

Melbourne School of Engineering Advancement plays an increasingly important role in facilitating 
community support for the School’s teaching and research priorities.

The support we provide is wide-ranging. We are leveraging our alumni networks to link students 
to alumni mentors, supporting the School’s recruitment objectives, helping fund implementation 
of emerging School research, and creating early career positions. We work collaboratively and in 
partnership with our academics and professional staff, aiming to proactively engage support from 
alumni, donors and prospective supporters in community, industry and professions.

Philanthropy and private investment play an increasingly important role at the University of 
Melbourne. In the Melbourne School of Engineering, donations from individuals, trusts and 
foundations, businesses and gifts in Wills allow researchers to explore bold and ambitious ideas 
that change the world. Gifts and grants enable students to fully experience the opportunity of a 
Melbourne education. Donations and impact investing enable us to undertake landmark initiatives, 
and to provide the equipment and facilities our students and researchers need to excel.

PHILANTHROPIC INCOME

GIFTS AND DONORS

$3.01M

$1.14M 1,133

$15.91M
R AISED IN 2018

L ARGEST GIFT IN 2018 TOTAL DONORS SINCE 2008

TOTAL R AISED SINCE 2008
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FOUNDATION 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
AND AWARDS

The MSE Foundation has offered scholarship support to students entering the professional Master of 
Engineering and IT degrees for close to ten years. 

The funds are made available due to the generosity of the School’s community in establishing and 
contributing to the MSE Foundation.

A gift of $10,000 to the Foundation was made by Mrs Dierdre Collier, to augment the capital of 
the Foundation. In recognition of this generosity, the Board of Management have committed to 
awarding the Dee and John Collier Scholarship from 2020-2023. This will continue the success and 
impact of the current John Collier Scholarship awarded 2016-2019 through a bequest from the late 
John Collier, BE (Mining) 1959, who enjoyed an illustrious career as a mining engineer.

In 2018, the Foundation received a bequest of $1,143,333.89 from the Estate of the late Mr John 
Norman Mann BE (Civil). John was a scholarship recipient and devoted engineer. His wish was that 
the funds be “applied for the Melbourne University Engineering Foundation for the purpose of funding 
Master of Engineering Scholarships…to assist postgraduate students in the discipline of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering at the University of Melbourne.”

The MSE Foundation scholarships are available to local and international students and are awarded 
on the basis of academic merit or to support students who have experienced disadvantage. 

A total of 58 Foundation scholarships were awarded in 2018, which brings the total number of 
scholarships awarded through the program to 286. 

Female vs. Male recipients Country of Citizenship

28 
FEMALE

30 
MALE

 AUSTRALIA
 CHILE
 CHINA
 FRANCE
 GAZA STRIP  

 AND WEST  
 BANK

 INDIA

 KOREA,  
 REPUBLIC  
 OF (SOUTH)

 MALAYSIA
 MAURITIUS
 MEXICO
 PAKISTAN
 RUSSIAN  

 FEDERATION

 SAUDI ARABIA
 SPAIN
 SRI LANKA
 TAIWAN
 COLOMBIA
 VIETNAM
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SCHOLARSHIP 
IMPACT 

Many of the 2018 scholarship recipients have highlighted the impact of receiving the MSE Foundation Scholarship below:

Anna Belkinaa
Master of Information Systems

“Currently I am about to start my last semester of master’s degree in information systems. After I finished my 
bachelor’s degree in linguistics, I realized that I am very interested in the modern IT trends and I want to more 
learn more about it. After some research I found this program which includes business and technical units and 
do not require any prior IT knowledge. I received scholarship from the government of Russia, but the money 
they provided barely covered my tuition fees. Melbourne school of engineering foundation scholarship was a 
great help for me, and it allowed me to focus on my studies and futures career.” 

Rucha Ashok Bhosale
Master of Engineering (Project Management)

“I completed my master’s in engineering management majoring in Project Management due to my immense 
passion for managing mammoth projects while creating sustainable infrastructures. This course gave me valuable 
insights into improving my organizational skills that could assist in leading future engineering projects. 

I’m really thankful to the University for bestowing me with the MSEF scholarship as it proved instrumental in easing 
my financial worries and accelerating my professional goal. It has been an incredible recognition of my handwork 
and I sincerely appreciate it.” 

Jingyao Cao
Master of Information Systems

“I’m currently in my last semester of Master of Information Systems, the study in Information Systems helps 
me to expand my view and gain knowledge from the business area. During the past one and half a year, I built a 
new understanding of the role of IS and found my interest in the business analyst. The study in MIS gives me a 
chance to remind myself of the enjoyment of data analysis and statistical, indicating the multiple possibilities 
of my future career. The life at the University of Melbourne also provides many opportunities to corporate with 
colleagues from multiple culture and backgrounds, from whom I learned to do better teamwork. 

It is a great honour to receive the MSEF scholarship, which becomes one of the most important influence factors 
to make the decision to initiate the study. The scholarship eases me from the high level of the financial pressure 
from the international student tuition fee. Furthermore, the scholarship helps me to build more confidence in 
studying in a new area and encourage me to challenge myself. 

Although putting my photo on an online public document makes me feel uncomfortable, it is still my pleasure to 
help the marketing job and do appreciate about the scholarship.”
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Luke Elson
Master of Engineering (Chemical)

“I am currently in my final year of a Master of Engineering (Chemical) and I aim to pursue a career related to 
sustainability in both Australia and the Indo-Pacific region. I thoroughly believe that chemical engineering is a 
discipline which can adapt to meet the challenges we face as a society, such as resource scarcity and ensuring 
an adequate standard of living for everyone. The MSEF scholarship has allowed me to pursue opportunities that 
would have been financially prohibitive, including participating in a winter program in China and an Industry 
Project in regional Victoria.”

Hevish Cowlessur
Master of Engineering (Electrical)

“I am a final year Master of Electrical Engineering student who has a keen appreciation and interest in electronic 
stuff and inventions. I believe that I can use engineering to make positive changes to the society. As someone 
who loves challenges, I chose this degree so that I do not get bored of studying and really find myself in a 
satisfying position after I complete my degree. “If you don’t go through struggles, you won’t really feel the 
importance of the degree bestowed to you at the end,” says my Dad. 

The MSE-Foundation scholarship has pushed me to stay in Melbourne so that I can do the Master of Engineering 
course. It proved that hard work really pays off sooner or later, and it has motivated me to keep aiming for the 
sky. This scholarship has helped my parents a lot financially too and eased the journey I am currently treading 
on. Thus, I wish to express my gratitude to the Melbourne School of Engineering for considering me worthy of 
this scholarship so that I can keep pursuing my dreams and aspirations.”

Sergey Kabanov
Master of Information Technology

“I’m currently in my second year of the Mater of Information Technology. I decided to continue my education 
after my work path has led me to the IT area and I realised that I have a lack in knowledge as my previous 
degree was in another area. I chose the Distributed Computing specialisation because I think this direction 
is very promising since the volume of data in the world is constantly increasing and processing of this data is 
becoming a very resource-consuming process, so personal computers are no longer able to handle all this 
volume individually. I’m very happy that I’m doing it in the University of Melbourne that has one of strongest 
engineering school in Australia and the world and I would like to thank the MSE Foundation for the bestowed 
scholarship. This scholarship allowed me to focus more on the studying process and spent less time working. 
Definitely the Melbourne School of Engineering Foundation Scholarship helped me a lot in achieving my goals.”
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Daeyoung Kim
Master of Information Systems

“I am currently studying the Master of Information Systems program at the University of Melbourne. As I’ve been 
much interested in utilising Information technology (IT) in our societies for various ways, the Master program is 
hugely helpful to extend my knowledge and experience in the IT field now. 

When I decided to take on the program at the beginning, there was some concern about economic situations 
about how to support my course continually. However, the MSEF scholarship provides me with much help to 
make me concentrate on my studying more without worrying the financial assistance. Also, it gave me much 
confidence for me to achieve better academic performance later. 

I really appreciate the MSEF scholarship program, which gave me great benefit in my studying life. I hope many 
passionate students can still get the MSEF scholarship continually and make their dreams possible in the future. 
Thanks again for everyone and everything of MSEF scholarship.”

Arvind Raghunathan 
Master of Engineering (Electrical Engineering)

“I am currently pursuing my master’s degree in electrical engineering. As an Electrical Engineer I always had a 
fascination towards High Voltage Engineering and Non

– Conventional Source of Energy. The dependence of Alternate Source of Power generation on the modern-day 
power systems and its applications is

huge in finding a solution to power crisis in a country like India and hence got inspired to take this course. A big 
thanks to MSEF scholarship which has allowed me to pursue my dream and solely concentrate on my studies 
and reduce my financial burden. I thank University of Melbourne for giving me this scholarship and help me 
achieve me my personal and professional ambitions.”
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